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Teaching of fundamental ethics is undoubtedly a function
of the State. By religion I have not in mind fundamental
ethics but what goes by the name of denominationalism.
We have suffered enough from State-aided religion and
a State Church. A society or a group, which depends
partly or wholly on State aid for the existence of its
religion, does not deserve, or, better still, does not have
any religion worth the name.
Harijan, 23-3-'47

A curriculum of religious instruction should include
a study of the tenets of faiths other than one's own. For
this purpose the students should be trained to cultivate
the habit of understanding and appreciating the doctrines
of various great religions of the world in a spirit of
reverence and broad-minded tolerance. This if properly
done would help to give them a spiritual assurance and
a better appreciation of their own religion. .. . There
is one rule, however, which should always be kept in mind
while studying all great religions and that is, that one
should study them only through the writings of known
votaries of the respective religions.
Toung India, 6-12-'28

Text Books

There seems to me to be no doubt that in the public
schools the books used, especially for children, are for
the most part useless when they are not harmful. That
many of them are cleverly written cannot be denied.
They might even be the best for the people and the
environment for which they are written. But they are
not written for Indian boys and girls, not for the Indian
environment.   When  they    are   so    written,   they  are